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Summer Break 
 

The District Newsletter will be published as 

usual on Monday July 15th and Monday July 

22nd. 

We will then take our customary Summer 

Break and publication will resume on 

Monday 9th September. The deadline for this 

issue will be Friday 6th September but text 

and images can be submitted at any time 

prior to that date. 

Frank Corr 

Editor 

 

From District Governor Frank 

O’Donoghue 
 

 

A Year to Remember 

 
Thank you for the wonderful response to the 

Forgotten Children Appeal 

Today, I am honoured to report that 80 of 

our 105 Clubs of District 133 have 

contributed to date to this appeal to support 

the education of Syrian children in refugee  

 

 

 
 

camps in Lebanon. I am confident that by the 

end of September, the number will exceed 

100 

Last autumn, that PDGs Paul Allen and 

Terence Mangan reported to the Area 

Conventions on their visit to Lebanon and 

recommended that the Lions Clubs on 

Ireland would commit for five years  to 

support the education programme in the 

refugee camp. The response was hugely 

positive and the resolution that each club 

would support the project on the basis of €10 
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or £9 per member was unanimously passed 

at our District Convention. 

On a personal note, I wish to say how 

honoured I am to have been elected to serve 

as District Governor. Undertaking the role is 

a serious commitment but, the reward is in 

seeing the great contribution that Lions make 

to society in Ireland and also internationally. 

I wish to express my appreciation to all our 

clubs for their commitment to our motto ‘We 

Serve’ In particular I wish to thank the 

Dublin Club for their support throughout the 

year and most especially to Elaine and my 

family for support and encouragement. 

 

The District Handover will take place in 

Belfast on Saturday 13th July, when Bernard 

Black will formally take office as District 

Governor and will chair his first Cabinet. 

Bernard brings a deep knowledge of Lions to 

the position, having joined Lions as a young 

man in 1984. He is supported by the Antrim 

Coast Lions Club and has the support of 

Kate and his family. We are in great hands 

and I wish them an outstanding year.   

 

 

Lions Pennant brings Siege 

Memories 

 
A pennant of the Lions Club of Bukavu in 

the Democratic Republic of Congo has made 

its way to Ireland through an Irish army 

veteran and an aid worker. 

 

 

 
 

 

The pennant was gifted to Michael Walsh an 

Irish army veteran by Sean Foley from 

Puckane Co Tipperary ,a former 

Quartermaster Sergeant in the Irish army. 

During the early part of his long career, Sean 

served two tours of duty  with the United 

Nations in what was then called the The 

Congo and is now the DRC. 

Sean is believed to have  received the 

pennant during one of his tours of duty in 



1961 when he took part in the Siege of 

Jadotville, or perhaps in 1963 when he 

returned to The Congo. He subsequently 

wrote a book on his Congo experiences. 

 

Sean Foley front right ..at the end of the 

Siege of Jadotville 1961 

The Siege of Jadotville was an engagement 

during the Congo Crisis in September 1961. 

"A" Company, 35th Battalion (UN Service) 

of the Irish Army ONUC contingent was 

attacked by Katangese gendarmerie troops 

loyal to the Katangese Prime Minister Moïse 

Tshombe. The lightly armed Irish soldiers, 

besieged in Jadotville (modern Likasi), 

resisted Katangese assaults for six days as a 

relief force of Irish, Indian and Swedish 

troops unsuccessfully attempted to reach the 

Irish force. 

The outnumbered Irish company was 

eventually forced to surrender after 

ammunition and supplies were exhausted, 

but not before inflicting heavy casualties on 

the Katangese and their mercenaries. They 

were held as prisoners of war for one month, 

with no loss of life. 

Sean presented the Pennant to Michael 

Walsh  as a souvenir of his own time in 

Zaire (nowpart of DRC) in 1994. He was 

there as a volunteer aid worker with GOAL, 

and spent a short time in Bukuavu, during 

the Rwandan Crisis when the area was 

overrun with refugees from Rwanda. 

‘There was not many opportunities to 

acquire souvenirs’ says Michael 
 

A Lions Bride 
 

For the first time since the formation of the 

club 33 years ago, 

Wicklow and District Lions Club has a new 

bride in the midst of it's 

members. 

Ethna Neiland one of the most recent 

members in Wicklow ‘tied the knot’ 

on Saturday last to Andy in the Arklow Bay 

Hotel. 

While Ethna and Andy were ‘kind of busy’ 

in Arklow on Saturday evening 

the other Wicklow Lions were celebrating 

their Handover Night in Rathnew, 

more about that anon. 
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President of Wicklow Lions Pat O'Brien is 

pictured presenting Ethna Neiland with a 

bouquet of flowers on the occasion of her 

wedding on Saturday last. 

 

Kilkenny Hosts Students 

 

 
 

Students are pictured with members of the 

Keep Kilkenny Beautiful Committee 

,Kilkenny Lions Club members and Eoin 

O’Neill. 

 

Kilkenny Lions Club hosted 18 students 

participating in the Lions Youth Exchange 

Programme under the leadership of Eoin 

O’Neill from Waterford Lions Club. 

The group came from many  European 

countries and are spending two weeks in 

Ireland. 

They are assisting voluntary groups in 

various projects in the South-East. 

They joined with the Keep Kilkenny 

Beautiful Committee and Kilkenny Lions 

Club in a clean-up of litter around the City. 

 

Portmarnock Golf Classic 
 

 
 

 

Portmarnock Lions Club annual  golf  classic 

is taking place on Friday 23rd August at  the 

Portmarnock  Hotel and Golf Links. 

Tee  is reserved  from  0915 am to 14.30pm. 

Teams  of  four cost €440  which includes 

soup & sandwiches. Two scores count at 

every hole. 

Tee / holes  sponsorship is available for  

€100 

Lions who wish to participate should contact  

Shay @  087-2479937  or  

shayutds@eircom.net 

 



 

Mens Shed Choir 
 

 
 

John Hennessy, president of Dundalk Lions 

Club is pictured presenting a cheque for 

€500 to the Mens Shed Choir with Patrick 

Connolly, choirmaster. The Mens Shed 

Choir will undertake a series of monthly 

visits to perform in nursing homes in the 

area.  Both the Mens Shed Choir and the 

Lions Club are grateful for the kind donation 

made by a generous donor. 

 

Swords Golf Raises €10,000 
 

Pictured are winners from the  21st Annual 

Swords Lions Club golf classic  held in 

Corrstown Golf Club, which raised €10,000 

for charities. This year the focus was on 

Autism and supporting Snowflakes who are 

based in Swords and provide services  for 

young people who are autistic. 

 

A grand total of 23 teams participated. The 

competition was a’Champagne Scramble’ 

with a shotgun start.  

 

Swords Lions acknowledge the contribution 

of sponsors and the many businesses in 

Swords who donated generously to the 

Club’s charities.  

 

Swords Lions club supports various causes 

such as the annual Christmas Food Appeal , 

Senior Citizens Holidays, Daffodil Day , 

Suicide Awareness, Alcohol and Drug 

Awareness and many other good causes. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The winning team. From left are: 

Ciaran Buckley, Michael Clince, Gerry 

Crowe, Maurice Swinford 

 

 

. 



 

NCW Summer Party 

 
Newcastle West and  District Lions Club 

hosted its Annual Summer Party for Brothers 

of Charity service users with approx 70 

attending. A great day was had by all with 

good food, music and dancing. This is one of 

the most rewarding and enjoyable days in the 

Lions calendar.  

 

Lions Club members  are pictured with some 

of those who attended.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

LCIF Sweepstake 

 

LCIF has announced the launch of its 

Chairperson’s Sweepstakes:  Win a Trip to 

Iceland, in partnership with Omaze. The 

sweepstakes winner and a guest will join 

President Gudrun for a meal at her favourite 

restaurant, in the capital city of Reykjavik, 

before she sends them off to explore the 

beauty of her country. The prize includes air 

travel for two, accommodations, and 

US$1,000 cash travel stipend to design their 

unique adventure. Individuals can enter to 

win for as little as US$10, which will go 

towards supporting LCIF’s Empowering 

Service Fund. 

 

Please share this social media and email 

campaign with as many Lions and non-Lions 

as possible—District Coordinators, Club 

LCIF Coordinators, family (extended), and 

friends. Its accessible by visiting the Omaze 

win a trip to Iceland<http://bit.ly/Win-

Iceland-Trip-You> (http://bit.ly/Win-

Iceland-Trip-You) page today. 

 
 

Your Newsletter 

You can support your District Newsletter by: 

Sending us text and jpeg images of news 

about your club (NO pdfs please). 

Making sure your information reaches us by 

9am on Friday mornings.  

 

Reading the ‘Guide to Writing for the District 

Newsletter’ on the District 133 Website 

(www.lionsclubsireland.ie) 

Send your stories and images to 

fcorr100@gmail.com 

 

 

 

…That’s all for this week 
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